Accepted Usage Policy

Internet/Network Access at St. Katharine Drexel School
St. Katharine Drexel School utilizes the internet, an on-line computer network that connects millions of computer users and information resources throughout the world.  Using the internet allows students and teachers to do research, develop a working knowledge of the latest “on-line” trends and communicate with people around the world via electronic mail and available web sites.

Part of St. Katharine Drexel School’s responsibility in preparing students for the challenges of the 21st century is to provide them with the tools they will need as adults.  At the same time, our teachers continue to in-service on state of the art computer technology.  To meet both students and teacher needs, access to the internet’s global information network is essential.  The internet represents a unique opportunity to begin to explore the incredible wealth of on-line information that will enhance the educational experience.  Our internet access includes, but is not limited to, the following areas:

· Information and news from a wide variety of sources and research 

· Public domain and shareware software of all types

· Discussion groups

· Access to any educational institutions and libraries  

Student use of the internet will be supervised by teachers and other staff and we have taken measures to limit access to inappropriate material.  Please be aware, however, that there is unacceptable and controversial material and communications on the internet that your child could possibly access.  It is not possible for teachers to always provide direct supervision of all students, nor can we filter all material posted on a computer connected to the internet.

There may also be additional kinds of materials on the internet that are not in accord with your family values.  We would like to encourage you to use this as an opportunity to have a discussion with your child/children about your family values and your expectations concerning how these values should guide internet activities.  Internet etiquette requires the following considerations:
· Be polite when sending written messages to others

· Appropriate language is expected in all messages

· Anything pertaining to illegal activity is expressly forbidden

· Do not reveal access information, personal, or otherwise

· Do not disrupt others’ use of the internet access

· All users should remember that deleted materials can be retrieved
All St. Katharine Drexel School Internet/Network Users:

Remember that having internet access is a privilege, not a right.  Though we have made every effort to limit inappropriate use, we expect all students and employees who utilize the St. Katharine Drexel School Internet Service to behave on-line as they would in any classroom.  All users should understand that the St. Katharine Drexel School Internet Service shall be used for legitimate educational and research uses only.  Those users who fail to adhere to proper and correct on-line behavior risk losing access to the St. Katharine Drexel School Internet Service.  The following actions, which are not inclusive, are considered unacceptable actions by the administration of the school:
· Placing unlawful information on the internet; sending hate mail or harassing , or 


discriminatory remarks

· Using the internet for non-school related activities; no instant messaging or e-mail
not directly related to educational uses
· Sending messages that are likely to resulting loss of the recipients work or systems

· Using the internet for commercial purposes; receiving copyrighted software from 


the internet

· Using the internet for political lobbying that does not support the expressed philosophy


and tenets of the Catholic Church

· Sending or receiving copyrighted material without permission

· Plagiarism

· Using internet access to send or retrieve pornographic material, inappropriate file text,


files dangerous to the integrity of the system, violent or threatening material or messages

· Circumventing security measures on school or remote computers or networks, or hacking 


into any computer or network

· Vandalism

· Falsifying one’s identity

· Altering or installing programs on any computer without authorization

Hacking (accessing materials other than your own), viewing or altering in any fashion, private data other than your own is considered a criminal offense which can be prosecuted by law.  Private data is defined as, but not limited to; student folders and files, school folders, records and files and teacher folders and files including grade and attendance data.

All network users must understand that it is vital to keep passwords secure in order to maintain computer integrity.  All users must access the computers from their own account.  Any activity on that account is the sole responsibility of that user.  Accounts are randomly monitored for inappropriate access.

School administrators reserve the right to define inappropriate behavior and materials as needed.

Each student/parent or adult user must complete and sign this form in the appropriate area and return it to the school office to activate internet user privileges.  Internet access will not be permitted until this agreement is signed and returned. If you have any questions, please contact the St. Katharine Drexel School office.

User Name (Student or Adult): ___________________________________________________________
My child and I have read the “St. Katharine Drexel School Accepted Usage Policy” and I have explained it to my child.  I understand that failure by my child to abide by the policy may result in my child losing access to the St. Katharine Drexel School internet service.  
Student Signature: 






Date 




Student Signature: 






Date 




Student Signature: 






Date 




Student Signature: 






Date 





Parent/Guardian Signature: 





Date 





I agree to not hold school administration and faculty responsible for materials my child acquires as a result of inappropriate internet use.  

I accept full financial responsibility if and when my child accesses the internet without an account on equipment provided on the school site.

Parent/Guardian Signature: _____________________________________Date _____________________
I have read the “St. Katharine Drexel School Accepted Usage Policy” above and understand that failure to abide by the policy may result in losing access to the St. Katharine Drexel School internet service.

Adult User Signature: _________________________________________Date 





PLEASE RETURN FORM TO THE SCHOOL OFFICE
